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tough old vessels should drift foul, for wherever they touched
a scar was left. The writer recalls,a number of stormy nights
when, on account of the bitter cold weather, it was not easy to
carry out lines to vessels in dangerous positions. It was trying
duty to those in the boats, and many suffered from frostbites in
this exposure.

The election for President had occurred in the fall, and the
excitement on that memorable occasion, over what was known
as the Tilden-Hayes imbroglio, ran high. It resulted finally in
the endorsement of the electoral commission which seated Mr.
Hayes, although a majority vote of the people had been given to
Mr. Tilden. General Grant was in the last year of his second
term, and the squadron was assembled at Hampton Boads.

It was not usual in those days for the eommander-in-chief to
take commanding officers into full confidence with respect to Ms
instructions or purposes. These matters were generally inter-
preted in the instructions given them, and on this occasion they
were to keep their ships in readiness for any service at any mo-
ment. This was understood without further suggestion to mean
that their ships were to be kept full of provisions and full of
coal, with the magazine and shell rooms full of ammunition,
shore leave being limited to signal distance. Such was the nature
of the instructions given to the Essex, and under them such was
their comprehended scope. Fortunately, the good sense of our
people, as in every other question of national moment, found a
solution of the electoral dispute that was acceptable, though it
did not satisfy the Democratic party. There was, however, a
state of anxious suspense for a few months, and it is certain that
the people breathed freer when a way had been found to bridge
over a troublous crisis that had loomed up in the highway of
affairs so unexpectedly.

The state of affairs in the neighboring republic of Mexico at
that time required the presence at Yera Cruz of a vessel of war
to protect American interests. The Essex, being ready, was
directed to proceed to the Gulf of Mexico, and on February 7,
1877, sailed from Hampton Eoads and anchored off Vera Cruz
some eight or ten days afterward. The city was found to be
orderly and was held by troops said to be favorable to the ac-
cession of General Porfirio Diaz, who was expected to arrive at.
